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Adding the Plugin 
A plugin is required to add the necessary commands and functionality of Microsoft Office to 
Xojo. Here are the instructions on how to install the plugin after installing Xojo. 

1) Go to the file folder C:\Program Files (x86)\Xojo\Xojo 2013r1\Extras\Office Automation 
and copy (Ctrl-C) the file MSOfficeAutomation.rbx 

2) Go to the file folder C:\Program Files (x86)\Xojo\Xojo 2013r1\Plugins and paste the file 
MSOfficeAutomation.rbx 

3) Close Xojo and restart Xojo 

That’s it!  

Create New Word File 
Start a new project by starting Xojo or press the following ‘File - New Project… - Desktop 
Application - OK’.  

Next, double-click Window1 to open the Window. 

Add a BevelButton by dragging and dropping a Built-In Control and placing in the center of the 
Window. 

Double-click the BevelButton and add the following Code: 

Code 1. Create and Open New Word Document (OpenWord2-1. xojo_binary_project)  

  Dim Word as new WordApplication //Create a new Word variable 
  Word.Documents.Add                        //Add a Document to the Application 
  Word.Visible = True                            //Show the Word Application 
   
  Word = Nil                                           //Set the object to Nil 
   
Exception err as OLEException          //Check for an error 
  MsgBox err.message                         //display the error 
   

 

Press the ‘Run’ button in the Xojo IDE and a new Word file is automatically opened. This 
example is provided in the Chapter 2 folder called OpenWord2-1. xojo_binary_project. If your 
program does not open a new Word file, make sure you have Word installed. A free Word 
viewer from Microsoft is located at http://www.microsoft.com/en-
us/download/details.aspx?id=4. The latest version is Word Viewer 2007. 
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The first section creates a new object in Xojo. A word document is created which is the blank 
page in word. The next command sets the word program to ‘visible’, so that the user can view 
the application. By keeping in mind good programming practices, when closing the program all 
objects should be set to Nil.  Lastly, we trap errors if some form of error occurs.  

Below is a screen shot of a New Word Document with the title “Document1”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10. View of a New Word Document Created with (OpenWord2-1. xojo_binary_project) 

 

 

Open an Existing Word File 
In many businesses, most of the documents are stored and kept in Word Documents. One of 
the many reasons for programming with Word in Xojo is to be able to gather the data from 
many documents (hundreds or thousands of documents) without changing the data. 

To create the Xojo program which opens an existing Word document, add the following code to 
a pushbutton or bevelbutton. 
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The ‘I Wish I Knew’ series contains technical data and advice that makes sense and contains 
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programming curve. You can create Microsoft Word documents today! 
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This book is written as a guide and reference to Xojo programmers who program Desktop 
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